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private balance of pleasure may be obtained. We can
only get at a rule prescribing an end by changing
our point of view from the individual to the state.
It is best for the state that each individual should
aim at the common happiness; but, when wo talk
of this as a moral duty for the individual, all we
can mean is that the state will punish a breach of
it. In the words of Helv^tius,1 " pain and pleasure
are the bonds by which we can always unite per-
sonal interest to the interest of the nation. . . ,
The sciences of morals and legislation can be only
deductions from this simple principle," According
to Bentham's psychology, a man is necessitated by
his mental and physical nature to pursue at every
moment, not the greatest happiness of the greatest
number, but what seems to him his own greatest
happiness. And what the legislator has to do is,
by judiciously imposed rewards and punishments,
especially the latter, to make it for the greatest
happiness of each to pursue the greatest happiness
of all.2 As distinguished from this " art of legisla-
tion," " private ethics " consists only of prudential
rules prescribing the best means to an end pre-
determined by nature as the only possible end of
human action: it "teaches how each man. may

1  De Thornme, concl. ge*n., CEuvres, ii. 608.

2  Cf. Systeme de la nature, i. 120: "La politique devrait $tre
Tart de r<%ler les passions des hommes et de les diriger vers lo
bien de la soci^te*."